The effect of 1alpha-hydroxyvitamin D3 in pre-dialysis renal bone disease.
Assessment of 18 azotaemic patients treated with long-term 1alpha-hydroxyvitamin D3 (1alpha-OHD3) confirms the generally favourable effect of this analogue of 1,25-dihydroxyvitamin D3 in azotaemic osteodystrophy. Growing children with radiological rickets respond very well as do adults showing mild hyperparathyroidism with or without osteomalacia. However, patients with severe 'pure' hyperparathyroidism and features of autonomy do not respond well and in such patients 1alpha-OHD3 alone should be avoided. Phosphate restriction and occasionally a sub-total parathyroidectomy may be indicated in these patients.